
Indiano & Williams Wins Class Action Against the Colegio de Abogados (the Puerto Rico Bar
Association)

On July 23, 2010, the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit ruled in favor
of class plaintiffs represented by Indiano & Williams, P.S.C. See Brown v. Colegio de Abogados
de Puerto Rico, __ F.3d __, 2010 WL 2870694 (1  Cir. 2010). The class plaintiffs are allst

attorneys practicing in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico local courts from 2002-2006, who
were obligated to pay the Colegio de Abogados (“Colegio”) their yearly annual membership
renewal fee in order to practice law in Puerto Rico. 

The case was filed as a class action lawsuit in the United States District Court for the
District of Puerto Rico claiming that members of the Colegio were required to purchase a
compulsory life insurance policy as a precondition to their ability to practice law in Puerto Rico
from 2002 - 2006 in violation of the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and the
Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. §1983. The class plaintiffs’ claims were that the Colegio’s
compulsory life insurance program was not germane to the purposes that justify an integrated bar
association, and therefore violated the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. 

On September 26, 2008, the United States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico
certified the class action and granted summary judgment in favor of the class plaintiffs. See
Brown v. Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico, 579 F.Supp.2d 211 (D.P.R. 2008).  The District
Court also issued the following permanent injunction: 

Defendant Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico is hereby
prohibited from collecting from its members that portion of their
future annual dues attributable to the Colegio’s mandatory group
life insurance program. Failure to comply with this Judgment will
result in an immediate reimbursement of the funds allocated for
compulsory life insurance, or an Order of Execution against the
property and assets of the Colegio. 

The Colegio appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and the
case was argued on behalf of the class plaintiffs by David C. Indiano of Indiano & Williams,
P.S.C. on May 3, 2010 in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The First Circuit’s July 23, 2010 decision affirmed the District Court’s permanent
injunction, affirmed the District Court’s finding of liability against the Colegio, affirmed the
four- year period of the Colegio’s unconstitutional action, and affirmed the District Court’s
method for calculating damages, which may exceed $4 million. 
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